
AFFIDAVIT 

 

 

STATE OF NEW YORK   ) 

      )  ss.: 

COUNTY OF                                  _______ ) 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            , being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

 

1. I am a resident of New York State and pay taxes to New York State.   

2. Every month, I receive and pay an electric bill from my electricity provider.  That 

bill contains a number of taxes and surcharges, which I am responsible for paying.  I pay my 

entire electricity bill, including all taxes, surcharges, and costs charged to me, every month. 

3. I understand that among the taxes and surcharges billed to me (and paid by me) is 

a hidden tax resulting from New York’s participation in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 

(“RGGI”) (the “RGGI tax”).  Absent New York’s participation in RGGI, I would not have to pay 

as much as I do for my electricity. 

4. Every month that I pay the RGGI tax, I am being taxed without representation 

because the RGGI tax was not voted upon and passed by the New York State Legislature.  As a 

result, I am being denied my right to a republican form of government, which exists where the 

people are represented by elected representatives.   

5. Every dollar that I am required to pay as the RGGI tax is one dollar that I am not 

able to spend on food, clothing, shelter, health care, education and/or to fund my retirement.  

This directly and adversely hurts me financially, and the only reason why I have to suffer this 

financial harm is due to RGGI and the RGGI tax.   



 

 

6. I have been informed that, to date, RGGI tax dollars have generated in excess of 

$325 million for New York State, and that those dollars are being used to advance various policy 

goals entirely unrelated to the administration of the RGGI program, including at least $90 

million that has been diverted from RGGI’s stated goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions to 

reducing New York State’s budget deficit. 

7. If New York State is going to impose a tax on me, then that tax should be the 

subject of robust debate among my elected representatives, who will have to go on the record 

and vote for or against any such tax.   

8. Unlike other New York State taxes that I am required to pay, the state senators 

and assembly representatives that were elected from my legislative district were not given the 

opportunity to vote on the RGGI tax.  As a result, I cannot hold any of my elected representatives 

in my voting district responsible for the RGGI tax.  I do not know whom to vote for (or against) 

because no one in the New York State Legislature voted for or against this unlawful hidden tax.   

9. I oppose the RGGI tax, which was not voted upon by my elected representatives 

in the New York Legislature.   

 

Signature:                                                 ______ 

 

Print Name:_____________________________ 

 

 

Sworn to before me this 

       day of                                 2011. 

 

 

 

                                                           

Notary Public 

 


